
Information regarding exclusions and warnings of exclusion for Parents and Carers (4.5.17): 

  

Aberdeenshire schools are committed to the principle that exclusion from school should 

be used only as a last resort.   It is recognised that the use of exclusion can be 

appropriate, not only as part of a strategy to secure an improvement in individual pupil 

behaviour, but also to protect the educational well-being of other pupils, and the safety 

and welfare of pupils and staff.  

  

It is also recognised that, occasionally, an incident may occur which is of such a serious 

nature and that immediate exclusion is appropriate and necessary.   Also, some 

exclusions can happen as a result of accumulative conduct concerns.  Schools can 

exclude pupils on a short term basis for up to three days, and can also exclude on a 

conditional basis.  A Conditional Exclusion means that readmission to school is 

determined by a pupil demonstrating commitment to the conditions of their return to 

school at a meeting with the pupil, parents/carers, Head Teacher, Depute Head Teacher 

(House) and Principal Teacher of Guidance.   For incidents which are extremely serious, 

Head Teachers can request that officers of Aberdeenshire Council consider that the 

pupil is removed from the school roll, and that final decision is made by a Quality 

Improvement Officer, not the Head Teacher. 

  

At Ellon Academy, we continue to have high expectations regarding behaviour and 

conduct.  We take appropriate actions and interventions which are proactive in early 

intervention, in order to prevent pupils from facing an exclusion.  However, we have a 

zero tolerance to serious breaches of our codes of conduct, and we have introduced a 

‘Warning of Exclusion’ as part of our discipline procedures.  This can be applied when 

an incident is not deemed serious enough for an exclusion, but serious enough to be 

recorded as a warning that an exclusion may follow if similar behaviour were to 

continue.  Pupils issued with a warning of exclusion will be spoken to by their Depute 

Head of House and/or the Head Teacher, and parents and carers will be informed by 

phone call and letter. 

The letter states that a Warning of Exclusion will stay in place for two school weeks, 

and that the pupil may be excluded if concerns continue.  This gives a young person an 

opportunity to modify their behaviour, and to avoid an exclusion in the future.  My data 

so far shows that only two pupils who have been issued with a warning, have gone on 

to be excluded.   Also, it is encouraging to note that in comparison with the same time 

period last session (Nov – April), our exclusion figures are reduced for the same time 

period this session. 

  

At Ellon Academy, pupils, parents, carers and school staff have the right to expect that 

education is provided in an environment which is safe and which is free from disruptive 

behaviour.  
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