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Megan Hewison and her crew came 3rd in the prestigious Schools Head of the River Regatta recently  

on the River Thames. They rowed in a coxed four between Chiswick Bridge and Putney Road Bridge. 

There were 373 boats altogether and 17 in Megan’s class.   Well done! 
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Introduction from Acting Rector Mrs Pauline Buchan 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils and Friends, 

Welcome to the first edition of ELEVATE, the new Ellon Academy magazine which has 

been published to celebrate many of the successes and achievements of our pupils. 

I have introduced this new magazine to share information with parents, carers, pupils 

and friends of the school to ensure that we have excellent communication to encourage 

parental engagement and involvement with our school. 

Along with our school staff, the Senior Leadership Team are working hard to ensure that 

our aims of: 

 Transformational Teaching, Limitless Learning, Aspirational Achievement and 

Lifted Learning  

There are key focus areas for us as a school in supporting our learners to maximise 

their full potential in academic and personal achievement and success. 

Also our Learner Mark is well underway in school promoting positive attitudes to 

learning and so far our average Learner Mark taken during Senior Leadership Team 

Learner Walks is 1.7, which is very encouraging. 

School Core Values 

I have recently initiated a consultation on devising a set of school Core Values for Ellon 

Academy.  So far the staff have made some really excellent and interesting suggestions 

and the pupil consultation is underway.  I will be working closely with the parent council 

to gauge parent/carer views and in a forthcoming Business Breakfast I will give our 

business partners an opportunity to participate in our consultation too, ascertaining 

what key core values they would want pupils to demonstrate in the world of work. 
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Ellon Academy Uniform 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank parents and carers for ensuring that our 

learners are adhering to our school uniform and dress code.  However a small number 

of learners are not fully complying with the code, so here is a reminder of our 

expectations regarding appropriate dress for school: 

 White shirt and school tie 

 Plain black jumper, cardigan or school logo jumper 

 Black trousers/skirt 

 Black shoes/trainers 

 Coloured outerwear/hoodies should always be removed in class 

 S6 pupils are permitted to wear their Leavers 2017 Hoodies 

Update on Car Parking at Ellon Academy Community Campus 

We are working closely with our partners in Leisure and Community Learning and 

Development, along with the Area Manager Elaine Brown and local Councillor Isobel 

Davidson, to introduce a strategy to alleviate the car parking difficulties, especially on 

Saturday mornings, so we are hoping that members of the community will see a 

difference when these new strategies are in place after the Easter break. 

Update on Pupil Drop-off and Pick-up 

As many of you will have noticed, I have employed a parking supervisor in the 

mornings who sets out cones to demonstrate that the car parking spaces are not a 

safe place to drop off or pick up pupils.  The car parking zones are in place so that 

parents and carers can drop of their children safely and continue to the turning circle 

at the end of the road.   This is to ensure a one-way system, without motorists 

reversing our of parking spaces into pupils in the drop off zone, or performing, at 

times, dangerous U-turns and manoeuvres to avoid the one-way system.  I hope that 

parents and carers can see a difference and that, like me, we have a shared view that 

pupil safety is of paramount importance. 
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Assemblies at Ellon Academy 

In my six months here I have been working hard to promote key positive messages to 

all pupils at our weekly assemblies.   Here are some of the topics I have covered: 

 Expectations of behaviour and conduct at Ellon Academy 

 Releasing Our Potential – All your good stuff is already inside! 

 Self-regulation – The Chimp Paradox and how we deal with conflict in life 

 Safety first – Car parking, travelling by bike and bus safety 

 Reaching your potential – No Pinnacle is Inaccessible 

 Always take the Weather with you – You are in charge of yourself 

 The Canine Commandments – ‘Be More Dog’! 

 Growth and Fixed Mindset 

 Promoting Fairtrade 

 Celebrating Diversity and Equality 

 How to motivate and prepare for exams (Senior Phase) 

     

The In Pinn                The Chimp Paradox         Celebrating Diversity 

         

Travel Safety          Be More Dog!       Fairtrade                Growth Mindset 

I hope that you enjoy reading about our aims and aspirations for the school and in 

particular the many and varied achievements and activities our learners have been 

participating in and I hope that our pupils and staff have a restful spring break during 

the first two weeks of April. 

Yours in partnership, 

Pauline Buchan 

Rector (Acting) 
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Ellon Academy is very fortunate to be supported by an active and informed Parent Council. 

The chairperson is Dr Sally Middleton, and she maintains excellent links between the school and the 

wider parent forum. 

At the last meeting Pauline Buchan, Acting Rector gave an up-date on the school priorities and the 

many achievements of our young people.   A range of topics were discussed as part of the agenda 

and these discussions generated excellent ideas from the parents’ perspective on pupil safety and 

general campus car parking.  These discussions led to Mrs Buchan employing a parking attendant in 

the mornings to help the traffic flow and to keep young people and the public safe. 

Pupil progress and prelim exams were also discussed and here are some of the future agenda items 

for our next meeting: 

 Pupil behaviour and conduct 

 Pupil Safety 

 Community Safety Event – 20th/21st June (see details on the ‘Dates for Diary’ page) 

 Aberdeenshire’s strategy for parental engagement and involvement 

 Consultation on a new set of school Core Values 

 How the Parent Council can further engage with the Pupil Senate and Executive Team 

Dr Middleton is extremely proactive in keeping parents informed of school news via the Ellon Academy 

Parents’ Facebook page.   The school Facebook page and Twitter feed is regularly updated. 

Twitter - @AcademyEllon 
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Staff at Ellon Academy have always offered extra support in the form of study clubs, 

help sessions at lunchtimes and after school.  S4/5/6 pupils were issued with a 

booklet to signpost them to all of these opportunities in school. 

I spoke to pupils at assemblies regarding study planning and time management and 

pupils in S4 have been identified to be supported with 1 – 1 mentoring from 

volunteer members of staff.  We also firmly believe that the health and well-being of 

our pupils is extremely important and with this in mind, we have started a 

programme called ‘Keep Calm, it’s My Exam’ which included a motivational session 

from Andy McKechnie on Friday 24th March.  Andy’s session was aimed at fostering 

growth mindset and a ‘can do’ attitude in pupils in preparation for exams, speaking of 

the ‘Power of Yet’ and Carol Dweck’s theories on fixed and growth mindset. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also added two further opt-in afternoon sessions to support learners with 

exam preparation: 

Wed 19th April  - Growth Mindset and Exams (Anna White, Educational Psychologist) 

Wed 26th April – Mindfulness and Relaxation Techniques (Mrs B Cantley, ASL Teacher) 

   We hope that pupils will take full advantage 

of these opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

On Monday 13th March, 8 pupils from Mrs Thomson’s (far left) S2 English class went to  

The University of Aberdeen to attend an award ceremony hosted by The British Council.  

This was because Ailsa Dixon (left centre) won 1st place in a worldwide short story competition  

and Ericka Rennie (right centre) was highly commended for her entry.    

During the ceremony they were informed that there were over 3000 entries!  

The British Council put on the ceremony just for Ellon Academy and both girls were presented with 
certificates; the school was presented with a collection of books and Ailsa won £100 worth of book 

tokens.   After the ceremony we were given a tour of the university by current students. It was a 
really enjoyable day and the pupils were supportive of each other, enthusiastic and wonderful 

ambassadors for Ellon Academy.  Well done! 
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Six pupils took part in the SAGT WorldWise Quiz recently at Robert Gordon's College. 

They had a good evening answering questions on Geographical topics such as the Rainforest, 

World Currencies, OS Maps, Volcanoes and Geography in the News.   The pupils were Amy Simpson, 

Emma King, Mhairi McKeown, Emma Jamieson, Emma Kirk and Becky Metcalf.   Well done girls! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also Miss Thomson’s S2 Geography class have been making volcanoes, two very impressive cakes and 

some excellent poster diagrams.  Well done! 
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On Wednesday 1st of March, pupils completing their National 5 Hospitality course attended the 

Royal Northern Spring Show at Thainstone Agricultural Centre, Inverurie. The Royal Northern 

Countryside Initiative (RNCI), is a charity which aims to help young people have a greater 

understanding of farming and the working countryside. They organised for the pupils to 

experience a live auction of pedigree animals, see some quality food produce made by the 

Women’s Institute, gain valuable nutritional information from Quality Meat Scotland and they 

also saw Her Royal Highness Princess Anne presenting awards to the hard working farmers!  

The aims for the visit were to help candidates gain a first-hand experience of where their food 

comes from and how it is produced. This was directly related to their Understanding and Using 

Ingredients Unit of their National Qualification course.  

They all had a brilliant day, both staff and pupils, and are looking forward to their return trip next 

year!" 

 

 

  



10 
 

 

 

A group of S2 pupils have been working on an E-Twinning project with 100  

other pupils from Spain and France. 

Each of the Ellon pupils have created an avatar of themselves on the eTwinning site. Pairs of Scottish 

students worked collaboratively with French and Spanish pairs to produce a ‘padlet’ on a specific topic.  

We now have 10 padlets of information on a variety of topics including food, important people, 

employment etc. 

Miss Rhind and the other teachers are keen for the groups to continue into the next phase of the 

project where the students will make up questions on their specialist subject and all 120 participants 

will search the padlets for answers.  

Here are a selection of the avatars and padlets. 
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Ellon Academy Fairtrade Fortnight 

 

 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight at Ellon Academy ran from 27/2/17 to 12/3/17.  All S1s 

participated in a Fairtrade breakfast during their Humanities periods and really 

enjoyed the range of choices on offer.   We also had 6 lunchtime stalls, including a 

Fairtrade banana split stall with Fairtrade ice cream and bananas.  During the first 

week there were five Fairtrade assemblies delivered by S6 committee members,  

Nicola Will and Ailsa Bridgeford and we also had a visiting speaker, Angus Coull from Bala Sportsballs 

who gave a presentation on Fairtrade footballs to all S3 pupils. 

S3 and S6 pupils baked in Hospitality using Fairtrade ingredients, providing tasty treats for teachers 

during their ‘Big Brew’, where Fairtrade is celebrated and pupils in Humanities, English, Maths and 

Business Management took part in Fairtrade lessons with other individual lessons occurring also in 

different faculties. 

Well done to Mrs Brown and the Fairtrade committee and we are proud to say that Ellon Academy has 

the highest level of Fairtrade recognition achievable and was one of the first Academies to gain this 

award. 
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Earlier this term, between 9th and 12th February, staff took 21 S4 – S6 pupils on a cultural trip to Berlin 

in Germany. 

Here is a photo of the pupils with some of Berlin's bear statues which were all round the city when they 

were there due to the Berlinale film festival. 

 

Pupils visited many sites including Brandenburg Gate, the TV tower, the Jewish Museum, the DDR 

Museum, the Olympic Stadium and Checkpoint Charlie.   It was very cold while they were there so the 

pupils became proficient in ordering hot chocolate and curried sausages to warm themselves up! 

Whilst in Berlin pupils had a "find the longest German word" competition.  A group of three girls won 

with a 35-letter word.  Well done to Sophie Smyth, Erin Anderson and Becky Lees! 

The winning word was: "Abteilungsgewerkschaftsorganisation"    

(Organisation of the union departments) which was found in the East Germany Museum!  Well done! 
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Pupils, staff and volunteers have been working tirelessly to shift tonnes of topsoil into raised beds 

ready for planting soon.  Well done everyone!  Photos and more information can be viewed on the 

blog: eagerbunch.blogspot.com 
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Rotary Young Chef Competition 

 
Well done to Lauren Thomson, who took part in The Rotary Young Chef and came second! 

  

Well done to the pupils below who took part in the NESCOL Technology Challenge. 

Heather Sim and Diane Duncan from NESCOL were thoroughly impressed with the pupils and their 

standards of work and conduct.  Well done all! 

 

2.8  Finlay Buchan & Abigail Robertson 

2.9  Noah Cuthbert & Madeline Humes 

2.10  Zander Blanchard & Adele Young 

2.11  Donald Pirie & Emma King 

  

2.1  Archie Duffton & Amy Petrie 

2.2  Mark Astley & Georgia Badland Shaw  

2.3  Logan Higgins & Ailsa Dixon 

  

2.4  Euan Currie & Hayley Mackell 

2.5  Rhys Clark & Aimee Willox 

2.6  Finlay Hagen 

2.7  Felix Middleton & Scarlet Grasham 

 
After a very close competition the results from the playoffs today 

are as follows:   

Winning Boy - Euan Currie 2K1    

Winning Girl - Scarlett Gresham  2S1 

 Runner up Boy - Donald Pirie 2S2     

 Runner up Girl - Abigail Robertson 2S1 

Donald Pirie and Mark Astley got 20/20 in the Engineering questions,  

something that has not been achieved in any of the 8 schools taking 

part for 3 years! 

Euan got 18/20 but was impressively quick in the skills tests so beat 

them.  Hopefully this is a good sign for the finals in May. 

 



15 
 

 

Ellon Academy is a Level 2 UNICEF Rights Respecting School and the rights of the child are core to all 

that we do.  Every day, in our daily news bulletin, we have one of the articles which pupils are made 

aware of at registration classes. 

 

Senior Pupils Rachel, Arianna and Anna put together a week of assemblies which were delivered to all 

year groups raising awareness of children’s rights and how the lives of Ellon Academy pupils differ so 

much to the lives of children and young people in other countries who suffer so much disadvantage, 

poverty and depravation. 

Well done girls and they would encourage more pupils to get involved in their Rights Respecting  

School Committee. 
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Scottish Youth Parliament Elections 2017 

The Scottish Youth Parliament electronic election opened on Monday 13th March 9am and remained 

open until 4pm Friday 17th March.  There was also a ballot box in the school library on Tuesday 14th 

March for pupils to cast their votes.  Meet the candidates: 

Aberdeenshire East candidates 

Evie Robertson 

                                  

                                                                                        Connor Walker 

       

Josh MacRae 

              

 

 

Hi, I'm Evie, I'm 15 and I hope to become 
your local MSYP. I have a strong interest 
in politics and really want to help make 
a change in the lives of young people in 
my area, but also in the whole of 
Scotland. 

 

I would like to be an MYSP as I am passionate 
about issues that affect young people in not just 
Turriff, Aberdeenshire but all across Scotland. 

 

I want to stand up for the young people of 
Aberdeenshire East and ensure that the issues that 
matter to them are brought to the attention of 
Scotland’s lawmakers. Given the current political 
climate, it is vital that the voices of the next generation 
are not forgotten and I want to make sure that this is the 
case. 

 

Young people are far too often ignored in political discourse, our wishes 
often at best being seen as an afterthought, at worse our aspirations, our 
hopes and dreams are trampled on to facilitate the creep of inward 
looking, regressive politics. Ultimately, the ever increasing speed at which 
societal progress in the UK is being undermined is due to the simple fact 
that many groups in society are just simply not listened to. 

 

Jack Gillies 
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At the end of February this year we celebrated a week of Diversity looking at a range of different 

topics including fairness and equality for many differing groups within any community and school. 

Graham Wilson our pupil support worker shared his own personal story about his difficult childhood 

in a moving account of the difficulties he faced when growing up.  Also our GLTA (Gay, Lesbian and 

Transgender Alliance) group led a week of assemblies, sharing information on how damaging some of 

the more derogatory language used to insult people that appear different can hurt and offend others. 

Diversity is like this – We are all the same inside. 

 

Led by Graham Wilson our Pupil Support Worker, our pupils also raised the Pride flag in support of all 

forms of cultural diversity and our S1 footballers wore their ‘Rainbow Laces’ at their recent football 

matches.  Well done lads! 
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Amazing Actors and Sensationnal Singers! 

Recently, Haddo Children's Theatre staged the Musical “Bugsy Malone” over 4 days. The performances 

were the culmination of weeks of hard work for many Ellon Academy pupils who were involved and not 

only did they shine on show nights, improvising when necessary, but they demonstrated amazing 

dedication, confidence and team spirit, looking out for each other and helping the younger members of 

the cast. Well done to all! 

"You know you're gonna be remembered for the things that ye say and do dadadada da da da." 

Mrs C Jack    

On Tuesday 28th March we were treated to a fantastic evening of entertainment involving many 

Ellon Academy pupils from years 1 – 6 who demonstrated high standards of confidence and talent 

in making music and song.   Well done to all who participated on and off the stage! 
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On Wednesday 30th March Ellon Academy hosted the annual ‘Music for Spring’ concert in our 

theatre and there were outstanding performances from our singers and musicians.  Well done to all 

staff and pupils who participated on the stage and behind the scenes too. 
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On March 2nd 2017 Ellon Academy had a hugely successful day at the recent NASSA Cross 

Country with outstanding individual performances and as a team overall.   S2 Boys Lyall Booth, 

Rhys Clark, Ethan Walker and Kiah Freeland won their race finishing in first, second, third and 

fourth places. S1 Boys also won the Shield, with Connor Grant finishing in first place. 

The Ellon Academy girls won the overall trophy, winning all age groups with super team 

performances in every year. Megan Hewison won the senior girls race, showing great 

composure and determination competing against older girls.   All pupils were a credit to 

themselves and the school. 

A team of S1-3 pupils attended the above event at Balgownie.  This was a well-attended event 

with schools from both City and Shire. Again, Ellon pupils performed exceptionally well in all age 

groups on a difficult course. Our S2 boys’ team were successful, being awarded the team award. 
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Ellon Academy senior girls’ football team have an exciting end to the season ahead of them. 

The girls are top of the league with 3 games to play and have recently reached the North of Scotland 

Cup final after a 7-4 victory over Inverness Royal Academy. The girls have all played their part, but 

special mention to Emily Anderson, who has scored 25 goals and Charlie Masson who has scored 19 

goals already this season. 

 

The Team pictured are the team who defeated Inverness in the North of Scotland semifinal. 

Emily Anderson has scored a remarkable 25 goals in all games played this season. 

  

Ellon Academy are very proud to announce their new strip sponsor of the first and second year Boys 

football teams. Burns Coaches of Tarves provided the S1 team with a new Kit during a season where 

they have reached the top of their league and are sitting comfortably ahead by 9 points with 2 

games in hand, reached the Final of the Aberdeenshire Cup and are in the Semi-final of the North of 

Scotland Cup. They also recently reached 3rd place in a NASSA 7-a-side tournament involving 12 

teams from across Aberdeenshire.   The S2 team also received new strips which have been provided 

by Ellon Plant Hire, and again during a very successful season for the ‘Boys in Maroon’! The S2’s are 

currently joint 2nd in the Aberdeenshire league, but are only 4 points behind with 4 games in hand. 

They are also in the 1st round of the Scottish Plate, the Quarter Final of the North of Scotland 

Trophy and are in the Semi Final of the North East of Scotland AFC trophy.
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Well done to the senior girls’ netball team who got all the way to the Scottish cup semi-finals. 

They, unfortunately, lost against a very strong Williamwood High School. 

All girls were a credit to the school with regards to their behaviour and conduct at all the matches.   
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Scottish Taekwon-Do Championships 2017 

Ellon Academy pupils at the ITF Taekwon-Do Scottish Championships 

Two pupils from Ellon Academy participated in the 2017 ITF Taekwon-Do Scottish Championships on 

Saturday the 25th and Sunday the 26th of February, held at Ravenscraig Sports Complex in Motherwell.  

Rico Campins 4S2 and Kayleigh Mankin 1K2 were part of the Ellon team, which consisted of mixtures of 

juniors, teens and adults.  

At the event, which was attended by over 500 competitors, Rico managed to win a bronze medal for 

the jumping kick events, as well as narrowly missing out on the gold medal for sparring having to settle 

for silver on this occasion.   

Kayleigh won a bronze medal for her sparring category and also narrowly missed out on the gold medal 

for patterns (technical routine) this time.  Overall, our 8 Ellon competitors managed to bring back 2 gold 

medals, 6 silvers and 5 bronzes.   

Rico will be representing Scotland in Sofia, Bulgaria in April at the 2017 ITF Taekwon-Do European 

Championships.  Well done and best of luck!  
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End of term    Friday 31st March (2.50pm) 

Start of summer term   Tuesday 18th April (8.25am) 

S6 Leavers Concert   Friday 21st April (7.00pm) 

Creative Arts Awards   Wednesday 26th April (4pm – 6pm) 

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge Thursday 27th April 

May Day Holiday   Monday 1st May 

SQA Exams/Exam leave begins Tuesday 2nd May (S4, S5 and S6) 

S3 Geography Aberdeen Trip Thursday 4th May 

Grampian Children’s Book Awards Wednesday 10th May 

Interdisciplinary Learning Week From Monday 23rd May for S1 – S3 

New S4 Work Experience Week From Monday 29th May (New S4 pupils) 

Wider Achievement Days  Wed 31st May, Thurs 1st June, Fri 2nd June 

Local Holiday    Monday 5th June 

S5/6 Induction Day   Tuesday 6th June 

Sports Day (Provisional)  Wednesday 7th June 

Senior Prom    Thursday 8th June 

School Show    Tues 13th, Wed 14th and Thurs 15th June 

P7 Induction week   Week beginning Monday 19th June 

Community Safety Event  Tues 20th/Wed 21st June 

Prize Giving    Friday 23rd June 

End of Term    Friday 30th June 

New Term    Tuesday 22nd August
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our 

school magazine:  

E l e v a t e 
Look out for Edition 2 In June 2017 

 

 


